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parts and speaks in a dramatic form. But the moods of the Sea
are really the moods of man, as the Sea projects itself into the-
moods of man or rather fits into them, The figure of speech
employed here is Pathetic Fallacy and it has been wonderfully
worked out. The Sea has many voices. T, S. Eliot also deals.
with the same subject in his Four Quartets. Abercrombie has-
simply anticipated the moderns and he is unique in his original
and novel exploration.

vii. Sk Men of Calais

99-

Speaking of "Six Men of Calais" and CiHam and Eggs
which are relatively simpler than any of his other idyls, we feel
as though we are relieved of a great strain. In the first of these-
two idyls, Abercrombie describes the psychological reactions,
of six notable men of Calais sent as hostages to an English King.
We know from history that Edward II demanded in 134? six.
distinguished citizens of Calais to be sent as hostages to the-
English camp in "half-naked bodies'* and "haltered necks*%
walking barefoot on the biting, chill, snowy ground. The idyl
is a study of the psychology of the poor victims that offered
their lives for the sake of their city, but we cannot fail to note-
therein the deep sympathy of the author.

The Mayor shows his dignity in forming the six men up in.
twos and conducting the march like soldiers.   He is too noble
to see sorrow expressed for him, for he says:   tsl 'Id liefer far-
be hanged than cried upon.'*   Unmindful of what   is to befall.
him, he concerns himself with the   order of the   march and he
points it out   when his   friend, Andrieu   D* Andres,   is out of"
step.    He   proudly   feels he   alone   can address the   King of*
England, for he is the Mayor of Calais.

The other, Pierre De Wissant, addresses, the citizens in a.
gallant little speech and exhibits his great patriotism and pride:
in the future glory:

"Citizens of Calais, weep not for us.

Enough for us we save you; you shall see,

Once we are past this little cloud of death,

Our names are launcht on such a towering flight

The sun goes not so high."1

1 Ibid, p. 310.